Q: What will happen to my premiums?

A: That’s hard to predict and the subject of much debate. People who are sick might
face lower premiums than otherwise because insurers wouldn’t be permitted to charge
sick people more; healthier people might pay more. Older people could still be charged
more than younger people, but the gap couldn’t be as large.

The bigger question is what happens to rising medical costs, which drive up premiums.
Even proponents acknowledge that efforts in the legislation to control health cost, such as
anew board to oversee Medicare spending, wouldn’t have much of an effect for several
years.

In November, a CBO report on how the legislation which at that point had a tougher
Cadillac tax — would affect premiums said big employers would see premiums stay flat of
drop 3 percent compared to today’s rates. It also noted that employees with small-group
coverage might see premiums stay the same. And Americans who received subsidies
would see their premiums decline by up to 11 percent, according to the CBO.



